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MFAN and National Partners Unite to Support Military Families Impacted by 

Government Shutdown 

ARLINGTON, Va. – As the nation endured the longest government shutdown, the Military 

Family Advisory Network (MFAN) was joined by a coalition of corporate and foundation partners 

to deliver critical grocery support to military families across the country. 

Since launching its emergency response effort, MFAN has received more than 50,000 applications 

from verified military families in need of assistance. Thanks to support from CVS Health, the 

NFL-Bob Woodruff Foundation Salute to Service grant, Wounded Warrior Project®, Amazon, 

Hunt Military Communities Foundation, The J.M. Smucker Company, Tyson Foods, Humana 

Military, and hundreds of private citizens, MFAN has been able to provide grocery boxes to more 

than 6,500 families.  

Each grocery box feeds a family of four for one week and is shipped directly to military 

households, eliminating barriers like transportation or proximity to local food banks, while 

providing dignity-focused support.  

“These patriotic and well-known organizations represent the best of our nation's prosperity,” said 

Shannon Razsadin, MFAN CEO. “They leaned in to support our emergency response and because 

of their gifts, thousands of military families have received groceries. This is what partnership looks 

like in action.” 

MFAN’s emergency grocery support program has received applications from every branch of 

service and from all 50 states, with the highest concentrations of need among active-duty, Guard, 

and Reserve families living near major installations. The program is the largest direct-response 

effort currently reaching verified military households affected by the shutdown. 

Before the shutdown began, MFAN’s national research showed that one in four active-duty 

military families already struggled with food insecurity, a data point further reinforced by the 

Pentagon’s Status of Forces Survey, which found 24 percent of service members were food 

insecure. The funding lapse amplified that strain—compounding delayed paychecks, halted 

reimbursements, and the growing costs of living for families who serve. 
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“When people learn about the crisis military families are facing, they're eager to step up,” Razsadin 

added. “Our partners and donors have led the way in fueling this response through their generosity. 

With tens of thousands still waiting for help, we’re calling on more supporters to join us in meeting 

this moment.” 

MFAN continues to raise funds to meet the needs of the families on the wait list. It costs $200 to 

provide one week of groceries to each verified military family. More information is available at 

www.combatmilitaryhunger.org.  

### 

About the Military Family Advisory Network (MFAN) 

The Military Family Advisory Network is a national nonprofit dedicated to ensuring that all 

military families thrive. Through research, programs, and partnerships, MFAN delivers solutions 

that strengthen military family well-being and readiness. Learn more at www.mfan.org. 
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